
  
 

If you love singing, if you look for new challenges in this heart-expressive art and if you want to 
have a wonderful time dipping into the music of a culture which is a world symbol for its 
achievements in vocal art, this is the workshop for you. 
 

We are delighted to announce Folk songs from Bulgaria – Singing Workshops for Choirs, 

organized by The Folklore Centre of Claritas Foundation, Bulgaria with the desire to offer the 
participants one day of amazing and luscious choir music experience.   
 
The workshops are designed for individual choirs, rather than for mixed groups of 

singers, with the purpose to teach the choirs new repertoire that they will be able to present on 

stage right after the workshop and in their future public performances.    
 
The workshops aim to offer not only training in singing traditional folk songs from Bulgaria, but also 

to make you really experience the magic of this unique music and pass this magic to your public at 
home.  

 
Bulgarian folk music is unique with its complex rich harmonies and glorious polyphonic 
sound. Bulgarian voices are a worldwide symbol for their exceptional qualities in vocal art. 

 

The folk music of Bulgaria is also well known for its highly irregular rhythms. Examples of these 
kinds of rhythms, also called uneven beats or asymmetric measures are 5/8, 7/8, 9/8 and 11/8, or 
composite ones like (5+7)/8, (15+14)/8 and (9+5)/16 - (9+5)/16.  

 
Also, the intonation of the music repeatedly varies, and is quite different from the modern Western 

equal temperament.   
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The workshops are directed by Vesko Samuilov – a 

musician with 40 years of experience, director of several 

choirs (folk and other music styles) in Bulgaria, performing 
music from Bulgaria and other neighbouring Balkan countries.   
 
The Workshops’ training programme includes traditional folk 

pieces from Bulgaria, arranged for a cappella performance. 

Vesko’s training portfolio includes more than 50 songs which 
ensure that the specific needs of any choir will be met. 
 

The main goal of the workshop is to teach a choir of non-

professional singers to sing polyphonic folk songs at a 
professional level and with an authentic sound and also to 
make the singers familiar with the specificities of the intonation 

(which varies all the time) and with following the uneven 
rhythms.  

 
The workshop will begin with warm-ups to fit the voice ready 
for work and also to ensure the best projection of the voice of 

every singer. 



The songs will be selected to suit the individual voices and group sound of those present. The needs 
and the preferences of the choir will certainly be regarded as well. 

 
Depending on the work pace and songs’ difficulty you may expect to learn up to 3 songs for the 

large workshops (3 or 4 hours) and up to 2 songs for the short (2 hours) day or evening workshop. 
The score-scripts of the learned songs will be provided at the disposal of the choir director for 
further rehearsals.  

 
Vesko is assisted by his daughter – Ivinela Samuilova.  

 

 
 

Ivinela is the founder of Claritas Foundation. One of the main purposes of 

the foundations’ Folklore Center is to meet the evolving needs of expanding 
cultural horizons across nations. 
 

Ivinela will help the singers with the right pronunciation of songs’ lyrics. 

 
As mentioned above, there are several options for workshop duration: 
- 3 or 4 hours day workshop (on the weekends) 

- 2 hours evening workshop during the week and/or daytime during the weekend.

During the weekend the choir can choose a workshop in the morning or in the afternoon. 

 
Upon the availability of the singers a choir can book a large 3 or 4 hours workshop, a small 2 hours 

evening workshop or a combination of 2 evening workshops. Any other options that you may prefer 
are open to discussion. 
 

If you want to reveal and share “the mystery of the Bulgarian voices”, take part in the Folk Songs 

from Bulgaria - Singing Workshops for choirs.  
 
You may find some useful information, photos, videos and testimonials at: 
www.bgfolklore.webs.com 
 

Thank you!  

 


